
 

  

Victorian School Knowledge Organiser 

Vocabulary 

Cane A stick used in Victorian 

school to punish bad 

behaviour. 

Dunce The name given to a 

person who was not 

clever. 

Factory A place where 

something is built or 

made 

Houses of 

Parliament 

The building where the 

government is based. 

Ink pot A pot of ink, into which a 

quill feather is dipped for 

writing.  

Past Events that have already 

happened. 

Present What is happening now. 

Quill A feather used for writing 

Reign The time that someone is 

king or queen. 

Significant 

person 

An important person 

who has changed 

something 

Workhouse A place where poor 

people, including 

children, lived in 

exchange for working.  

 

Comparing the past and the present 

 

 

In Victorian classroom, 

children sat at 

individual desks. In our 

classroom we sit in 

groups. 

 

 

 

 

In Victorian classrooms, 

children used slate and 

chalk to write. We use 

paper and pencils, and 

sometimes we use 

computers. 

 

 

 

 

In In Victorian 

classrooms, children 

were punished with a 

cane to make them 

behave. In our 

classroom, we get 

stickers and team 

points to encourage us 

to work hard. 
 

 

In 

 

 



Significant People 

 

Queen Victoria 

Queen Victorian became 

queen at age 18. She 

reigned for 64 years, from 

1837 until 1901. 

Lord Shaftsbury 

Lord Shaftsbury made laws 

that meant children did not 

have to work long hours, and 

all children could go to 

school. 

  

 

  

Understanding Timelines 

A timeline shows when different events happen through the years. This timeline shows important events during Queen 

Victoria’s reign, including the opening of our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Facts 

 The Victorians were people who lived 

during the reign of Queen Victoria. 

 Children were made to work in 

dangerous factories and mines. They 

worked for many hours a day. 

 Many poor  children lived in 

workhouses.  

 The law changed in 1870. It said all 

children aged 5 -13 had to go to 

school.  

 Boys and girls were taught separately 

and learnt different things.  

 


