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DISCUSSION
Throughout the teaching materials, 
children are encouraged to take 
part in discussions – look out for the 
following phrases, ‘as a class’,  
‘in pairs’, ‘in groups’. 

In the absence of a classroom, 
you can facilitate these discussions 
by encouraging your child to talk 
through their ideas. You could maybe 
invite the whole family to join in and 
share their ideas and experiences or 
if you have access to video calling, 
you could even set up a group 
conversation with other children.

The overarching theme for My Money Week 
2019 and 2020 has been helping children 
explore saving; this year’s resources further 
extend this theme. Children will examine the 
role money will play in their futures and the 
financial decisions they’re likely to encounter.  

We’ve developed a set of teaching materials 
which include a lesson plan and 3 short activities 
designed for children aged 7-11.

#MyMoneyWeek
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My Money Week 2021 is brimming with 

ideas to create meaningful discussions 

with children in the classroom and at 

home, with a range of resources to 

develop and improve their money skills.

PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES 
The home environment offers new and exciting 

opportunities for learning. Why not find 

practical ways to bring the topic to life using 

items in your home as learning aids. 

We’ve put together some ideas for you to try  

at home on the next pages.

The key is to make the learning 

experience fun so your child will 

keep wanting to learn more!

https://www.young-enterprise.org.uk/MMW/
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Support your child to understand what 

you, as an adult, have to pay for and 

how much things cost; by showing them 

things around the home and asking them 

to guess the price/amount you spend. 

At home… 
Play ‘Higher or Lower’.

Before the game begins ask your child to draw pictures of 

5 things you spend money on e.g. household items/food/

school uniform/water etc. 

• Ask your child to cut out the drawings. On the back of 

each drawing, write the amount you spend on that item 

(don’t show your child at this stage).  

• Mix up the drawings and let your child pick one  

e.g. a microwave. 

• Place it on a table/surface face up and tell your child 

how much the item cost.  

• Let your child pick another drawing and place it face up 

next to the previous one. Ask your child to say whether 

they think the next item they drew cost more or less than 

the previous one, by saying ‘higher’ or ‘lower’.  

• Reveal if they are correct. If they are, continue the game.  

If not, start the game again.  

• Your child will ‘win’ once all of 5 drawings are in a row 

on the table/surface.   

*You may want to involve other family members in the game.

#MyMoneyWeek

DISCUSSION IDEAS 

• Help your child understand that some items 

cost more/less due to personal decisions about 

spending, as well as living within your means.  

Examples could include explaining that you 

chose to...

-  buy the more expensive fish, because it was 

fresher and tasted better.

-  buy a cheaper sofa or buy a second hand one, 

because a more expensive one would mean you 

couldn’t afford to buy the things your family needs.

- be careful about how much you use your gas and 

electricity, so that you could pay less and save 

some money for ‘emergencies’. 

PRACTICAL ACTIVITY 1
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Could your child live without the internet? 
This activity will help your child to 
understand that most things in the home 
that they want or need cost money and 
that you need to budget for those costs. 
At home… 
• Begin a 2-minute timer and see how many reasons you 

and your child can list why the internet is used at home.
• Write down how much the internet costs you per month.  

Place it facedown and ask your child to guess how much 
it costs. If they are close to the amount push the paper 
towards them, if they aren’t pull the paper away. Repeat 
this cycle of guessing and moving the paper until they 
have guessed the correct amount.

Help your child to explore today’s cash 

and understand that money has and will 

continue to develop in a variety of ways 

in the future  

At home… 
• Explore a variety of notes. Talk about their colour, 

material, shape, size, weight, value and the details on the 

notes. You can find pictures of British currency here:  

https://www.royalmint.com/discover/uk-coins/

coin-design-and-specifications/

• Compare the details on different notes.  

• Ask your child to design and describe their own 

 ‘Note for the Future’.  

#MyMoneyWeek

DISCUSSION IDEAS 

• Have a family discussion/debate about whether 
the internet is a need or want – why? Think about 
why the access to the internet was so important 
during the school ‘lockdowns’. 

• Help your child to understand that everything in 
the home they want and need has to be carefully 
budgeted for.  

- What would happen if you didn’t budget for the 
cost of the internet? 

- Ask your child what they would need to do 
differently if you didn’t have the internet at home, 
and how would they do it.

DISCUSSION IDEAS 

• Encourage your child to take a closer look at the 

notes and pose questions such as: Are these two 

notes identical? Are the designs on each note the 

same or different? What do the images on the 

note represent? 

• Talk to your child about the different forms money 

comes in today. Can your child name any other 

ways to pay for things? Does your family use cash 

often? Will notes still be needed in the future? 

• Discuss with your child what notes might look like 

in the future. Help your child to understand that 

notes looked different in the past and will look 

different in the future. Encourage them to think 

about whether their note will.. 

-   be lightweight or heavy? 

-  have a higher or lower value than current notes? 

-  be the same shape/colour/material etc as 

current notes?

-  contain images and if so, what will they look like?

-  be a note, or will notes/cash no longer exist?

-  include a digital element? 

PRACTICAL ACTIVITY 2

PRACTICAL ACTIVITY 3
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