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Dear parents and carers, 

You may recall that in the summer I asked for parents and pupils to vacate school grounds promptly 

at the end of the school day. This decision was taken to ensure the safety, safeguarding and well-

being of pupils that remain in school, in After School Club provision.  

I know this has created some consternation amongst some parents, particularly with regard to their 

understanding of the playground being a ‘public’ space. I therefore feel it is necessary to clarify the 

situation and would like to draw you attention to the following paragraph taken from DfE guidance 

on ‘Controlling access to school premises’. 

  1. Who can go onto school premises? 

Schools are private property. People do not have an automatic right to enter. Parents have an ‘implied 
licence’ to come on to school premises at certain times, for instance: 

• for appointments 

• to attend a school event 

• to drop off or pick up younger children 

Schools should set out their rules for this and tell parents what they are.  

The following link will take you to the whole guidance document, should you wish to read it. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/controlling-access-to-school-premises/controlling-

access-to-school-premises.  

Teaching staff are available on the playground of a morning and also at the end of the day, to reflect 

our commitment to maintaining an open door policy. Parents and wider members of our school 

community are welcomed into school for many events and occasions at different times throughout 

the year. The playground is also available for community use outside of school hours, at weekends 

and holidays. There are of course days when I expect that families remain longer on the playground, 

for example, Tuck shop on a Friday, or when a class or PTFA has organised a fundraising event.  

I hope that you understand and respect the decisions taken when seeking to ensure all our children’s 

safety and well-being and will show this by leaving the school grounds promptly. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Joy Ingram (Headteacher) 


